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Civil rights - legal or moral claims for 
protection that citizens are entitled to 
make upon the government. 

Citizens appealing to the government to 
protect them from other citizens, social 
actors, or some aspect of the government 
itself.

What are Civil Rights?



How have we gotten these Civil 
Rights?

Supreme Court and the national government 
expanded civil rights protections for African 
Americans and other minorities.



Jim Crow Laws
1. A Black male could not offer to shake hands with a White 

male because it implied being socially equal. 

2. If Blacks and Whites ate together, Whites were served 
first, and some partition was to be placed between them.

3. Under no circumstance was a Black male to offer to light 
the cigarette of a White female -- that gesture implied 
intimacy.

4. Blacks were not allowed to show affection toward one 
another in public, especially kissing, because it offended 
Whites.

5. Blacks were called by their first names. Blacks had to use 
courtesy titles when referring to Whites, and were not 
allowed to call them by their first names. 

6. If a Black person rode in a car driven by a White person, 
s/he person sat in the back seat, or the back of a truck. 

7. White motorists had the right-of-way at all intersections.



Legal vs. Social Reality

• Legal Equality

–13th Amendment

–14th Amendment

–15th Amendment

–Civil Rights Acts

–Voting Acts

–Affirmative Action

• Social Reality

– Separate but 
Equal

– Jim Crow laws

– “de facto” 
segregation



Washington

• Advice of Booker T. 
Washington

– Learn Vocational Skills

– Live Quiet Life

–Avoid competition with 
whites



DuBois
• W.E.B. Du Bois

– Writer and Teacher

– Professor of History and 
Economics at University of 
Atlanta

– Protest racial violence

– Educated Black lead the fight for 
equality

• Helped found National 
Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) 



Booker T. Washington and WEB DuBois

Which tactics do you think were most effective?



Ida Wells

• In 1880’s, she found 
out that 728 black 
men and women had 
been lynched by white 
mobs. 

• Of these deaths, two-
thirds were for small 
offences such as 
public drunkenness 
and shoplifting.



Anti-Lynching Campaign of Ida Wells

• In 1892 three of Ida Wells 
friends were lynched. 

• Owners of People's Grocery 
Company, their small grocery 
had taken away customers from 
competing white businesses. 

• Group of angry white men 
thought they would "eliminate" 
the competition so they 
attacked the grocery, but the 
owners fought back, shooting 
one of the attackers. 

• The owners of People's Grocery 
were arrested, but a lynch-mob 
broke into the jail, dragged 
them away from town, and 
brutally murdered all three. 



Ida B. Wells Led an
Anti-Lynching Campaign 

Tactics

• Investigative Reporting

• Writings

• Speaking Tours

• Boycotts 

• Teaching

• “ Shine a light on the 
problem”



Billie Holiday – “Strange Fruit”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs




Why do you think education was 
the Civil Rights movement’s next 

target for change?



Brown v. the Board of Education (1954)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTGHLdr-iak&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2XHob_nVbw&feature=related

• NAACP challenged the “Separate but Equal” 
doctrine from Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

• Warren Court – Unanimous decision to overturn 
Plessy v. Ferguson.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTGHLdr-iak&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTGHLdr-iak&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTGHLdr-iak&feature=related
http://flash/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2XHob_nVbw&feature=related


Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka, 
Kansas (1954)

• Court decided unanimously that 
segregation of black children in 
the public school system was a 
direct violation of the equal 
protection clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment.

• Rejected the “separate but 
equal” doctrine of Plessy v. 
Ferguson

• Desegregate "with all deliberate 
speed" Thurgood Marshall

Lawyer for Plaintiff
Future Supreme Court Justice



Little Rock Central High School

• Fall 1957 - Little Rock school 
board votes to integrate schools 

• Arkansas National Guard troops 
prevent black children from 
attending high school. 

• Elizabeth Eckford experience

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAPOvdOEYE8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAPOvdOEYE8


Little Rock Central High School
• Later, 1000 federal paratroopers and 

federalized guard troops - escort black 
students and preserve peace.

• Constitution Clip of Day – Interview

• Arkansas Governor Faubus responds by 
closing schools for 1958-59 school year 

http://video.pbs.org/video/2365006249


Norman Rockwell - School Desegregation

What is the message?



University of Alabama
• Governor Wallace stops desegregation of the 

University of Alabama June 1963 

• Standing in the schoolhouse door and promising 
segregation "today, tomorrow, and forever," 

• Wallace is forced by President John F. Kennedy to allow 
blacks to enroll

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgbNc-9Di7k


Why do you think the following 
events were more disturbing to 

Americans?



Emmett Till

• In the summer of 1955, Emmett Till was a 15 year 
old boy from Chicago who was murdered in 
Money, Mississippi by two men for “whistling” at 
the white wife of one of his murderers.

• Men were found “not guilty “by an all white jury
• Read Article “Race Hate Personified”

• Start at 4:40 min – Part 1 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONJ9CUj6h-w

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMdSYxZqIXc

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjfGcRM35xg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjfGcRM35xg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMdSYxZqIXc


Church Bombing in Birmingham Alabama 

• Sept. 1963 -16th Street Baptist Church - a bomb 
exploded killing  four girls who had been 
attending Sunday school classes at the church.

• Meeting-place for civil rights leaders 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-
MuWDsv5pg

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-MuWDsv5pg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-MuWDsv5pg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-MuWDsv5pg


Medger Evers

• Civil Rights activists - targets of violence

• Evers was an NAACP  Field Secretary in Mississippi

• Organized boycotts

• Supported integration of University of Mississippi 
and called for investigation of Emmitt Till murder 
among other things.

• Assassinated June, 1963



Buses, Non-Violent Protests, and 
Marches



Montgomery Bus Boycott

• December 1955, Refused to give up 
her seat in the “neutral zone” of the 
bus to white passenger.

• Arrested

• 381-day bus boycott 
– Organized by Martin Luther King, Jr.

• African Americans - car pools or 
walked to work.

• Support from sympathetic whites.

• 1956 – Supreme Court outlawed bus 
segregation.



Freedom Rides
• 1960 – Supreme Court reaffirms ruling that 

outlawed segregation on interstate travel.

– Waiting rooms, restrooms, lunch counters could 
not be segregated.

• 1961 - CORE 

– Organizes “Freedom Rides” on buses to violate 
segregationist policies of Deep South

– Whites and Blacks



Freedom Rides
• Riders attacked during the 2nd week.

• Violence and arrests throughout South.

• Inspired further protests throughout summer.

• Attention from events forced the Federal 
government to act.

– New rules banning segregation on interstate travel



Sit Ins

• 1960 – Began at Woolworth lunch counters by local 
university students. Spread to other stores

• Peaceful at first – violence in Nashville



Selma to Montgomery March

• March 1965 – 50 mile protest march from Selma to 
Alabama capital of Montgomery organized to protest 
police brutality and the denial of voting rights.

• 600 protestors began the march.



Selma to Montgomery March
• Police attacked the 

marchers with clubs and 
tear gas.



Selma to Montgomery March

• New marchers come to 
Selma and over 3000 
leave two weeks later on 
March 21st.

• Numbers grow to 25,000 
by the end of the march.

• Actions of police and 
marchers leads to 
passage of Voting Rights 
Act of 1965



March on Washington

• August, 1963 - March on Washington for Jobs 
and Freedom intended to demonstrate mass 
support for civil rights legislation proposed by 
President Kennedy in June.

• MLK – “I Have a Dream” speech at foot of 
Lincoln Memorial

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V57lotnKGF8


Legislation of Civil Rights Era



Civil Rights Act 1964

• Passed July 1964 

• Congress passes law forbidding racial 
discrimination in many areas of life, 
including hotels, voting, employment, and 
schools 

• Used “Commerce Clause” to enforce 
federal law in states.



Voting Rights Act of 1965
• Approved August 6th, 1965 

• Ended the practice of requiring 
voters to pass literacy tests and 
permitted the federal government to 
monitor voter registration

• After passage, southern black voter 
registration grows by over 50% and 
black officials are elected to various 
positions. In Mississippi, black voter 
registration grew from 7% to 67%



24th Amendment

• Passed January 1964 

• Poll tax (which had been used to prevent 
blacks from voting) outlawed. 

• Black voter registration increases and 
candidates begin to turn away from white 
supremacy views in attempt to attract black 
voters 



26th Amendment (1971)

• The right of citizens of the 
United States, who are 18 
years of age or older, to vote 
shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United 
States or any state on 
account of age. 

• Lowered the voting age to 18 
years old.



Olympic Protest

• 1968 Olympics 

• African American 
athletes Tommie Smith 
and John Carlos 

• Medal ceremony 

• Raised a black-gloved 
fist during U.S. national 
anthem

• Protest against 
oppression of blacks
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NAACP

• National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People

• Since 1909, fought to end segregation.

• From 1938, focus of legal counsel on ending the worst 
inequalities in segregated public schools.

• Thurgood Marshall and NAACP lawyers won landmark 
case Brown vs. Board of Education.

• Won 29 of 32 cases argued before the Supreme Court.



CORE

• Congress on Racial Equity
• 1942 - Staged first sit-ins at segregated lunch counters 

in Chicago and refused to leave.

• Grassroots movement to speed up desegregation.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OT9gILdTaWo&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OT9gILdTaWo&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OT9gILdTaWo&feature=related


SCLC

• Southern Christian Leadership Conference

• Founded by Martin Luther King in 1957 
following success of bus boycott.

• Goal “Carry on nonviolent crusades against the 
evils of second-class citizenship.”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwYOBmncyZ4


SNCC

• Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee

• Set up in 1960 to make better use of young civil 
rights workers

• Used the tactic of sit-ins to desegregate lunch 
counters in the south



Nation of Islam

• Black Muslims led by Elijah Muhammad

• Views that whites were the cause of the black 
condition.

• African American’s should separate from 
white society.

• Present day, lead by Louis Farrakhan



Malcolm X
• Studied teachings of Elijah Muhammad 

in prison of the Nation of Islam.

• Became an Islamic minister when 
released from prison.

• Rejecting integration and nonviolence, 
Malcolm splits off from Elijah 
Muhammad's Black Muslims.

• Assassinated February 1965 by black 
opponents



Black Panthers
• Radical black socialist organization active in 

U.S. from 1966 -1982.

– Founded Oakland, CA by Huey Newton and Bobby 
Seale

• Self sufficiency for black community – jobs 
and housing priorities

• Preached self defense 
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Other Struggles

• In the 1960’s, other minorities sought to gain 
equal treatment and respect in the United 
States

• Latinos (Americans of Latin American descent) 

• Native Americans 

• Women

• Disabled



Latino Civil Rights Movement
• Immigration Act of 1965 

– Encouraged Latinos to come to the U.S.

• Problems they faced

– Restoration of land grants

– Farm workers Rights

– Enhanced Voting and Political Rights

– Enhanced Education Opportunities



Unity League of California
• Unity League of California – 1960’s

– Ignacio Lopez

– Promote political candidates who would represent 
Hispanic interests. 

• Integration of public schools in California. 

– Crumbling Schools

– Lack of Mexican American teachers

– High drop out rates



Cesar Chavez

• Migrant farmer in California

• 1966 - United Farm Workers Organizing Committee

• Merged with the AFL-CIO.

• Believed in nonviolence. 

• Organized nationwide boycott of California grapes.  

• Agreement between growers and migrant workers 

– higher wages 

– safer working conditions

– more stringent government regulations.



American Indian Movement

• 1968 -American Indian Movement (AIM) 

– Poverty, housing, police harassment

– Treaty Issues

• Confrontations with Federal Government

– 1971 - Occupation of Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
Mount Rushmore

– 1973 - Wounded Knee – 71 day armed occupation

• Focus attention on native problems 

– Protect Native Americans in north and west states.





American Indian Movement

• Land Claims

• In New York State

– Native lands were unconstitutionally taken because 
states do not have treaty-making powers with 
foreign nations.



Women's Movement
• Reawakening after World War II. 

• 1963 - Betty Friedan wrote The Feminine 
Mystique

–Questions the traditional domestic female role 
in the United States. 



Women's Movement

• Establish the National Organization for Women 
(NOW) in 1966 

• Legislation guaranteeing equality for all women.



Feminist Law

• Equal Rights
Amendment
(Never Passed)

• Equal Employment 
Opportunity Act
(1972) 

• Title IX of
Educational 
Amendments Act
(1972)

• Congress approved this proposal to 
guarantee that "equality of rights 
under the law shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or any 
state on account of sex." However, 
the states failed to ratify it.

• Required employers to pay equally 
qualified women the same as their 
male counterparts.

• Gave female athletes the same right 
to financial support for individual 
and team sports as male athletes.



Disabled Americans
• Rights of disabled Americans 

• First championed by Dorthea Dix in the early 
1800s. 

– helped provide institutions for the disabled who 
were being mistreated across the nation. 

• Problems with institutionalizing disabled 
American 

– Abuse and neglect.



Disabled Americans 

Legislation

• Education of All 

Handicapped 

Children Act
(1972)

• Americans With 

Disabilities Act
(1990)

• Required states to mandate 
education for all students 
regardless of mental and/or 
physical disability.

• Mandated construction codes, 
public access, and 
employment opportunities for 
the disabled.



Gallaudet University

• Founded in Washington, DC, in 1856

• World's only university for undergraduate 

students with hearing impairments. 

• National Technical Institute for the Deaf 

(NTID) 

– world's first and largest technical college for deaf 

students 


